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Abstract

Mechanisation was aimed at handling problems of bulk, weight and distance at replacing
muscle and movement with machines. This is the name given to an automatic system
of working. The difference between both automation and mechanization is mainly one
of degree. The automatic handling of parts between progressive production processes
in relation to engineering industries.
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Introduction

n a developing country like India some libraries and information centres mad efforts
to automate their library routines and information services in the 1960 with punch card
unit and with a couple of second computers generation.

Present era is information age, and libraries are expected to use Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) to provide information more expeditiously. Computerisation of library
“housekeeping” operations is an important activity in this context. Still, it is facing various
in Indian college libraries.

It began in the late 1970s in a few libraries and has now reached most of the university
libraries. Many studies on library automation have been undertaken in the West, but few
have been undertaken in India. This paper tries to identify the status of library automation
in college libraries of Rajasthan.

Objectives of the Study

1. To find out the availability of this various libraries.

2. To find out that which areas are automated.

3. To find out whether sufficient staff is available to handle automation.

4. To find out the various problems to automation faced by libraries.

I

1. Assistant Librarian, L.B.S. College, Jaipur.
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Characteristics

The characteristics of an automation system are: operations are carried out automatically,
avoid or reduce human action and thus saves labour, and it increases efficiency and speed
in operation.

Experiments in the Design of a Document Finding System

Neelameghan (1968) in his article, Design of the Documents Finding System: General Features
in 1968 he mentioned the objective of a series of experiments undertaken in the DRTC
on the use of Doc-Finder the computer in document finding. The system envisaged by
Ranganathan was designed and tested through these experiments. The following programs
were written in PLAN Programming Language for Nineteen Hundred and run against the
ICL1903 digital computer available at the Hindusthan Machine Tools: (a) generating a catalogue
on tape, searching the catalogue on tape, synthesizine of class numbers, formulating isolate
number by computer using the device, and preparing schedule on the tape for syntheses
of class number.

Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur: The first computer experiment in library and
information work in India was carried out at IIT Kanpur way back in 1964,when INSDOC
used its IBM 1620 computer for the compilation of union catalogue. After shifting of INSDOC
experiments to Delhi with the computer at Delhi School of economics, the work at IIT
Kanpur came to a halt. Although, the activities were revived by the library staff.

Ahmedabad Textile Industry Research Association: It conducted some experiments
in the use of computer for SDI service around 1970. He used the IBM 1620 system available
at his centre. Users were requested to select index terms from the Thesaurus of Textile
Engineering Terms of MIT. These terms were used to build up the user profiles. These
were punched on cards and then transferred to the memory. A local data base was created
by indexing new publications received by the centre.

Reactor Research Centre: The information system developed at the Reactor Research
Centre, Kalpakkam aimed at optimising the various functions like ease and simplicity of
data input, ease of updating and correcting files, preparation of current awareness bulletins,
preparation of multiple indexes, preparation of notices for SDI, retrospective searching and
preparation of bibliographies, rapid turnaround of search requests, ease of formulating searches,
and efficiency of computer processing

Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. Hyderabad: Proposal to initiate experimental computer
based SDI service to the Engineering and Development Centres of BHEL was made in
1976 and it was enthusiastically supported by the management of BHEL. Instead of buying
profiles for its users, it was decided to create its own data base and develop user software,
etc to implement an in house SDI . In the initial stages, the DRTC, Bangalore was requested
to provide initial training in indexing, profiling and input preparation. The DRTC was also
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to provide the computer programs suitable for ICL 1900 series computers. In May 1976,
a one-week workshop was organised by DRTC for the library and information personnel
of different BHEL units.

Co-operation between Library and Community

The word cooperation in relation with the public library implies that the library is not simply
a collection of books, that it is not a passive institution, a repository of treasure, but an
active institution reaching out to bestow benefits. The library spirit means not only cooperating
with all uplifting forces in the community, but creating and stimulating such forces. The
library spirit seeks to carry brightness into gray and toilworn lives, to give broad vision
in place of the narrow and distorted view, to awaken generous sympathies and noble thoughts
in place of sordid desires and petty interests. Imbued with this spirit, the librarian will be
sympathetic, earnest, self-sacrificing, a true missionary, enthusiastic withal and eager to seize
upon ways and means by which the library may more and more be made to enrich human
life. Although, abundant in resources the library, and however zealous and efficient the
librarian, there is a limit to the work that can be accomplished on the library side for the
promotion of intellectual life and general culture. There needs to be a larger and more
intelligent demand on the community side for the supply which the library offers. To stimulate
this demand there is needed the cooperation of those people and those institutions in the
community that possess special opportunities for increasing the use and influence of the
library, or in any way making human life wiser, better and happier. This cooperation may
be both direct and indirect, since all culture influences are by nature cooperative with that
of the library.

The newly developing local history societies and the public library are naturally allied, and
promise to be increasing mutual benefit. The library should buy town histories and books
needed by the historical society, while the latter will contribute to the library records, maps
and published memorials. Further, the historical society, by sustaining lectures in which the
principles of colonial development are illustrated by local annals, should develop a perception
and interest which will be manifested in a demand for volumes of history now lying dusty
on the library shelves.

The hope of stimulating greater cooperation between the community and the public library
seems to lie largely in the library club or, better, library association, movement. First, local
library clubs should increase in number, becoming more truly local, thus exerting a stronger
influence upon the libraries in the section represented and coming into closer relation with
the community. The membership should include people who are neither librarians nor trustees,
but whose sense of responsibility will be awakened as their interest is increased. The district
represented should not be so large as to prevent meetings being frequently held in the
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same vicinity. These local clubs should be in close relation with the state club or association,
and the state library commission. The local clubs will do the actual close work, while having
the support, advice and assistance of the state club and state commission. The local clubs
will give information as to conditions and needs, and will be agencies for the application
of progressive ideas. The study of conditions, of what may be called the environment of
libraries, comes within the province of library-club work. The study of the conditions and
needs of the small towns and rural communities is leading importance. The initiative in
personal effort to give advantages for want of which some of the small towns are suffering
has been taken by the women’s education association in the loan of their traveling libraries
accompanied by personal visits and the study of conditions and needs.

There is another want besides that of books in the small villages and towns. There is
needed not only the printed page, but the speaking voice, the influence of personality through
lectures.

Two difficulties meet this need of lectures in the smaller and poorer towns and in many
villages, that of the expense of securing the best talent (and nothing short of excellent
ability will serve), and that of knowing where to find available speakers. The last difficulty
can be met by organising a committee who will search out those who can be secured
to speak under the auspices of the libraries of the small towns. A plan for bringing the
expense within the means of the people of those towns might also be developed. It is
possible that a beginning could be made through the establishment of library institutes. If
it should be considered wise to establish library institutes in this state, as important feature
of them as instruction in library matters would be lectures for the public on literary and
educational subjects of a popular nature. The first step to be taken is for a committee
representing the three existing library clubs and the Massachusetts library commission to
consider what plans are most feasible, not only for the improvement of library work, but
also for increasing the intelligent and effective use of the library by creating new ideals
of popular education in the community, and thus bring about cooperation in its deepest sense.

Conclusion

The status of automation in the colleges of Rajasthan is similar to that of college libraries
throughout India. Libraries, librarians, and college administrations must initiate automation
in order to provide effective and efficient services to users. Library professionals must
upgrade their skills in order to meet the growing expectations of users from libraries.
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