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Corruption undermines democracy and the rule of law. It leads to violations of human 

rights. It erodes public trust in government. It can even kill like when corrupt officials 

permit when they accept bribes that enable smugglers to bring in banned drugs and arms 

across the borders. Ban Ki-moon United Nations Secretary General made very significant 

remarks on this subject. According to him corruption kills as the money stolen through 

corruption every year is enough to feed the world’s hungry 80 times over. Approximate 870 

million people go to bed hungry every night, many of them children; corruption denies 

them their right to food, and, in some cases, their right to life. A human rights-based 

approach to anti-corruption responds to the people’s resounding call for a social, political 

and economic order that delivers on the promises of ‘freedom from fear and want’. 

Corruption and denial of human rights are closely associated. Corruption touches upon many 

aspects of human rights - civil, political, economic, social and cultural, as well as the right to 

development. For instance, corruption in management of public resources undermines a 

country’s human rights obligation to maximise available resources for public welfare like 

education, health, food and security. Corruption is not a localized problem specific to certain 

countries, regions, or societies. It is global and all pervasive, affecting not only public offices but 

also businesses, sports and more. In times of protracted financial and economic crises, people, 

especially the poor and the marginalised, bear the major brunt when public funds are not 

managed in a transparent and accountable manner. 

Corruption and Its Impact on Governance in India  

Corruption affects India at all levels of governmental decision-making and in the 

distribution of state largesse. India is no exception to corruption and violation of human 

rights as a result. According to 2016 results of Corruption Perception Index of 

Transparency International, India ranked 79th out of 176 countries. The largest 

contributors to corruption are entitlement programs and social spending schemes enacted 

by the Indian government. To exemplify, the revelations of corrupt practices in allocation of 

rights for coal mining, telecom services (2G Scam) and defence purchases (eg; Augusta 

Westland, bullet proof jackets) not only tend to undermine the security of the Indian state, 

but also fundamentally shake the people's trust and belief in the Government and its 

institutions. Corruption affects governance in a significant manner and it is anti-poor. For 

instance, a substantial portion of food grains, sugar and kerosene meant for the public 

distribution system (PDS) and for welfare schemes for the poor are siphoned off. 
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Like other social evils, the problem of corruption brings out numerous responses. The best 

combat response would inevitably involve amendments in the laws and in this case an 

amendment to the Constitution. But what of the inherent weaknesses of any law or legal 

response if the enforcement mechanism is weak - that would only amount to paying lip 

service to the law. Corruption has flourished in India because of the drawbacks of the law 

enforcement and criminal justice system. Also corruption is fostered, patronised and at 

best condoned at the highest levels of political system. Several high profile corruption-

related cases filed in the recent past were either backed by incomplete and inefficient 

investigation or have been inordinately delayed.  

Corruption and Human Rights: The Intricate Relationship 

It has been argued that the struggle to promote human rights and the campaign against 

corruption share a great deal of common ground. A corrupt government that rejects both 

transparency and accountability is not likely to respect human rights. Therefore, the 

campaign to contain corruption and the movement to protect and promote human rights 

are not separate processes. They are inextricably linked and interdependent and both the 

elimination of corruption and the strengthening of human rights require a strong integrity 

system. 

Recently there is a push from the top tier of the administration for initiating systematic 

anti-corruption measures. Corruption in the public and private spheres in any country, 

irrespective of its economic and political system or level of development, poses a threat to 

human rights. It weakens institutions, erodes public trust in government and impairs the 

ability of states to fulfil their human rights obligations. Corruption and its proceeds are not 

confined within national borders, nor is its impact on human rights. Importantly, 

corruption in the rule-of-law system weakens the very accountability structures which are 

responsible for protecting human rights and contributes to a culture of impunity, since 

illegal actions are not punished and laws are not consistently upheld. 

Human Rights and Corruption: Impacts & Implications  

Human rights case against corruption provides a foundation for rights-based advocacy 

against corruption for all with an interest in fighting the negative impacts of corruption on 

the eradication of poverty, sustainable development and the enjoyment of all human rights 

including the right to development. Some of the impacts of corruption on human rights can 

be summarized as follows: 

Corruption leads to discriminatory access to public services in favour of those able to 

influence authorities, including by offering bribes. Economically and politically 

disadvantaged groups and persons suffer disproportionately in these circumstances, since 

they are most dependent on public services but least able to influence State policies and 

corrupt officials. 

Corruption can also affect the enjoyment of civil and political rights in all States, even long 

established democracies, by weakening public institutions and eroding the rule of law. 
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When corruption is prevalent, those in public positions fail to take decisions with the best 

interests of society in mind. As a result, corruption damages the legitimacy of regimes 

leading to a loss of public support and trust for state and government institutions. 

When widespread, practices like electoral fraud, illicit funding of political parties or even 

the perceived disproportionate influence of money in politics can erode confidence in 

governments. In countries where corruption pervades governments and legal systems, law 

enforcement and legal reform are impeded by corrupt judges, lawyers, prosecutors, police 

officers, investigators and auditors. This can compromise the right to equality before the 

law and the right to a fair trial, and especially undermine the access of disadvantaged 

groups to justice, as they cannot afford bribes and cannot trade influence for favourable 

judgements. 

It typically diverts funding from state budgets that should be dedicated to the advancement 

of human rights, including the right to education. It also undercuts both access to and the 

quality of education, and hits hardest at the most vulnerable and marginalised sectors of 

society: those who have limited possibilities to defend themselves. Children who are 

confronted by corruption and a disregard for human rights in their early childhood and 

within their schools may not develop an appropriate sense of dignity, integrity and respect 

for human rights. They may become accustomed to corruption and the disregard of human 

rights, and consider this practices a natural part of social interaction. 

Conclusion 

The impact of corruption on development and on human rights is multifaceted; so too must 

be our response. Some liken the global and popular demands to combat corruption to a 

new human rights movement as the approach to these two is complementary. Three key 

messages on corruption and human rights: 

1. Corruption is an enormous obstacle to the realization of all human rights: civil, 

political, economic, social and cultural, as well as the right to development. 

2. Human rights based approach to anti-corruption founded on the principles of 

transparency, accountability, equality, non-discrimination and participation is needed 

to strengthen anti-corruption efforts. Upholding specific human rights, in particular 

the rights to information, an independent judiciary, and public participation in policy 

making, is critical. 

3. There is an urgent need to strengthen collaboration between international efforts in 

the fields of anti-corruption and human rights and to integrate human rights into the 

activities of UN agencies working to fight corruption, and other relevant stakeholders 

including civil society and social media. This will require greater normative and policy 

coherence, the identification of common goals, and the appropriate division of tasks 

and responsibilities. 



 

                                    Professional Panorama: Multi- disciplinary  International Academic Journal  

 
 

 

                                   Corruption & Human Rights ent in an Organisation                                                                 20   

 
 

4. Recognizing also that effective anti-corruption measures and the protection of human 

rights are mutually reinforcing and that the promotion and protection of human rights 

is essential to the fulfilment of all aspects of an anti-corruption strategy. 

5. Human rights education in particular is an effective tool to make children aware of 

their dignity and human rights and to prepare them to guard against corruption and 

human rights violations within their own societies. 
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