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Abstract 

Sustainable development is a pattern of resource use that aims to meet human needs while 

preserving the environment so that these needs can be met not only in the present, but also 

for future generations. The concept of sustainable development has been developed through 

the different phases of environmentalism, right from the beginning of industrial and the 

large volume of industrial chemical discharge to waste dumping to the Chipko movement in 

India. All these environmental movements and the concept of sustainable development had 

given a wider interpretation in 1972 at the world level. It is mentioned that it should be 

obligatory for human being to use its natural resources in the manner by which his future 

generation can also avail all those resources. Individual has to play a significant role for 

protection of environment. Reports which are relevant to the Stockholm Conference, states 

that due to negligence of the human beings the environment has encountered so many 

destructions now. So, it is time to for the human beings to participate in the environment 

protection actions. 

Keywords: Sustainable Development, Human Need, Environment, Future Generations, 

Chipko Movement, Natural Resources, and Destructions. 

Introduction 

n the Earth Summit which was held in Rio de Janeiro, many new aspects of sustainable 

development were established. On September 25th, 2015countries adopted a set of 

goals to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new 

sustainable development agenda. Each goal has specific targets to be achieved over the 

next 15 years. The set of 17 sustainable development goals are:  

1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere. 

2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture. 
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3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. 

4. Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and promote lifelong learning. 

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 

6. Ensure access to water and sanitation for all. 

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all. 

8. Promote inclusive and sustainable economic growth, employment and decent work 

for all. 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable industrialization and foster 

innovation. 

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries. 

11. Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. 

12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. 

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. 

14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources. 

15. Sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land 

degradation, hat biodiversity loss. 

16. Promote just, peaceful and inclusive society. 

17. Revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development. 

 

Role of Youth in the Modern Society 

Nowadays youth as active, energetic, creative and enthusiastic part of modern society play 

an important role in solving global problems. It’s easier for young people to communicate, 

to share their ideas openly and to accept new things. People have always been fascinated 

by dreams of the future. Dreams about better world without evil and hatred where 

everyone has his own place, where there are a lot of opportunities for development. Thus, 

this is one of the reasons why the United Nations attaches great attention to young 

generation, giving opportunities for the contribution towards global problems' solutions. 

All SDGs are important and have a direct impact on our lives.While people of all ages share 

in the goal of creating a sustainable and healthy planet, it is the youngest members of the 
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global population who may have most to win or lose in whether we achieve targets for 

sustainable living. Decisions made by individuals, countries and as an international 

community will have long lasting impacts that will continue affecting the lives of the 

members of our youngest generation, who will have more time to spend on the planet in 

the future than older generations. Youth is the successor of previous generations of 

struggle to realize the ideals of the nation. Youth becomes hope in any progress in a 

nation, the youth who can change people's views of the nation, and became the foundation 

of the previous generations to develop a nation with ideas or ideas that knowledge, 

extensive knowledge, and based on the values and norms in society. The role of youth in 

sustainable development of the first is to recognize what is sustainable development.  

Collaborative Participation for making the Better Society 

After understanding, the next is participating by way of collaboration. This collaboration is 

needed between organizations of youth, across sectors and issues that impact the 

resulting larger.  The involvement of youth to sustainable development it turned out many 

forms, can start from oneself, for example by honest in organization and not littering. At 

higher levels, the younger generation can make social movements in society. To be able to 

play a role in sustainable development, youth need to be equipped with certain skills. 

Adequate health and education is the key factor for young people who want to take part. 

Education possessed not only formal education, but also life skills, such as leadership and 

anti-corruption stance. Also it is important to the ability of a variety of languages, 

especially languages spoken in ASEAN countries so thus creating a relationship from one 

country to another. 

Key Drivers 

Young people have always been the key players of this project. Sustainable development 

goals have been designed exactly for this. A huge framework is developed where everyone 

can find a life purpose. Everybody can help even without going out home, what makes the 

difference is the willingness to make a change. One of the major tasks of young people is to 

create awareness. Let the world know what's going on. In order to do it, it is needed to 

enlarge the power of NGOs and have the support of the media.  

As people are critical thinkers, change-makers, innovators, and communicators; so, they 

play a pivotal and leadership role in achieving sustainable development goals. The future 

depends totally on the choices made by the youth – and in turn, whatever the youth is 

doing now will ultimately have an impact on themselves in future, as they are the one who 

has the most time to spend in the future. To incorporate these sustainable development 



Professional Panorama : An International Journal of Applied Management & Technology 

 

Role of Youth towards Realization of Sustainable Development Goals in India. 135  
 

goals in their work, life, and education –whether at an individual level or on a community 

level, youth have endless opportunities in contemporary time.  

Steps to Proceed 

 The initial step the youth can take is to spread the awareness about the Sustainable 

Development Goals – which can be done by simple everyday actions, such as taking 

pictures: take photographs of anything which is contributing towards achieving the 

goals and then share it with others on social media. Once people have the 

understanding of the goals and their importance youth can invite and motivate others 

to contribute to the Sustainable Development Goals through promotions.  

 Youth, strengthened by global citizenship and connectivity as well as access to social 

media, have the power to act and mobilize others. They possess the insights about 

challenges that are not accessible to adults. Hence, they can work to eradicate these 

issues about Sustainable Development Goals and find innovative solutions for them. 

Youth can serve as the bridge between the agenda and their peers as well as 

communities.  

 Organizations which recognize the value of collaborating with youth as partners and 

make pathways for their participation will be much better positioned to achieve the 

goals of sustainable development. In a nutshell, it is the youth which can make or 

break the pathway to meet the Sustainable Development goals. 

Practical Solution for Contribution 

It is studied deeply on the firing question as How can youth contribute the implementation 

of sustainable development? Some prominent attributes are focused in this revert as 

mentioned below:  

 Monitoring: understanding the methodologies and strategies used to achieve these 

goals as they monitor the process of their development.  

 Innovation: youth have the capability to identify and challenge existing hurdles and 

break through barriers as they bring fresh perspectives, and often have direct 

knowledge of insights into issues that are not accessible to adults.  

 Communication: creating global cycles of events and workshops would enable people 

of diverse backgrounds and cultures to work together inspiring an international 

networking framework resulting in more efficient, practical and innovative solutions 

as well as spreading awareness in a larger scale towards achieving a common goal.  
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 Leadership: empowering young people knowledge of their rights and supporting 

Youth-led organizations and networks will result in the development of their 

leadership skills as they can drive change in their communities and countries making 

the world a better place. 

Conclusion 

The role of youth in achieving the sustainable development goals is threefold in general 

opinion as follows-  

 Generating new ideas, 

 Taking actions effectively and  

 Holding governments accountable 

It is very essential in today’s perspective to use the power of our creativity and ingenuity 

to meet the SDG targets, based on the unique perspectives each person has due to their 

background and experiences. Coupled with socially minded entrepreneurial thinking, 

focusing this potential on getting results which solve problems could be exactly what 

someone is looking for. Nonetheless, success and failure have gone hand in hand. 

Everyone owes it to themselves to go beyond their comfort zone, put in the effort to put an 

idea out there, maybe exceeding what you feel capable of - one can learn better by doing it 

so mess up once in a while! Never give up on your passion for making a difference. 
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