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Abstract 

Sustainable growth means a rate of growth which can be maintained without creating problems, 

especially for future generations. As per the World Bank, “Rajasthan made impressive progress 

during the year 1980s and 1990s. During this period the economy diversified significantly, 

and the growth rate accelerated to become the second highest among the major Indian 

states”. As per the Central Statistical Organization, Government of India However, during the last five 

years GDP growth decrease from 5.2% in 2007-08 to 4.5% in 2012-13, the second lowest 

among the major states of India. This post is an effort to encourage discussion and debate about 

what Govt. policies has been implemented and what are the challenges in implementation. Rajasthan 

has extremely unkind eco-system (60% area is desert, the rest is semi-arid) and other 

problems, Rajasthan has its people as important advantages and strengths that can help 

meet the outstanding challenges. Rajasthan has unlimited potential for development and 

growth but with so many challenges. The challenges include poverty, illiteracy, child 

marriage, caste prejudices, water scarcity, inadequate rural infrastructure, poor economic 

growth, sick units, health issue, transportation etc. 
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Introduction 

ajasthan is facing challenges for social, economic, and environmental 

development. Many people are still living in extreme poverty and income 

inequality within and among many states have been rising; at the same time, 

unsustainable consumption and production have resulted in huge economic and social 

costs.  

During the last few decades, it has become evident that in isolation from the environment 

we can no longer think of socio-economic development.  
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Rajasthan, the largest State in India its area is 10% of the area of the country. The State’s 

population as per the census of 2001 is 5.5% of Country's population. 77% of State's 

population resides in the rural areas. Agriculture and allied sector play an important role 

in the State's economy which contributes around 26% in GSDP.  

Rajasthan made impressive progress during the 1980s and 1990s but 

new challenges have emerged since 1999, threatening progress in economic growth, social 

development, and poverty reduction. Recognizing these challenges, the Government of 

Rajasthan has started implementing policy reforms to address them but still so many 

Challenges in the Implementation of the Govt. Policies towards Sustainable Growth in 

Rajasthan. 

Objectives of The Study 

 To get the insight into the sustainable growth of Rajasthan. 

 To know about the various govt. schemes for sustainable growth.  

 To find the various issues for implementation of govt. policies.  

Research Methodology 

The study contributes the dialogue between the government, private sector and civil 

society on Rajasthan's development prospects and implementation issues.  This article 

overviews the role and function of the Government and its’ programmes for rural 

development in Rajasthan. The study is also based on secondary data collected from 

different newspapers, websites, journals and books. 

Results and Discussion 

Rajasthan is unique in several ways – its vibrant culture and traditions; its art and crafts; 

its hostile, yet beautiful, geographic profile; its colors, cuisine, and proud history; and most 

importantly, the undying spirit of its deeply religious & peace loving people.  

Rajasthan across the globe are known for their entrepreneurship and resourcefulness. The 

state of Rajasthan has been marching ahead in terms of industrialization. But there is still 

scope for improvement in many areas - education, poverty alleviation, civic and industrial 

infrastructure, economic growth, agriculture etc.  

Sustainable development aims at improving rural people’s standard of living in an 

equitable and sustainable manner, both socially and environmentally. 
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The basic objectives of sustainable development are alleviation of poverty and 

unemployment through the creation of basic social and economic infrastructure, provision 

of training to rural unemployed youth and providing employment to Farmers to 

discourage seasonal and permanent migration to urban areas.  

Various Government Schemes 

Government has launched various schemes and policies like Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 

Yojana, Atal Pension Yojana, Surakhsa Beema Yojana, Drinking Water Schemes, Prime 

Minister Grameen Sadak Yojna, Prime Minister Awas Yojana, Central Government Health 

Scheme, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojna, Janani Suraksha Yojana, Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao Yojana, Mid-Day Meal in school etc. Some of the important are: 

Post Metric Scholarship 2017 has launched by state govt. to provide financial assistance 

for poor students of the state. Social Justice & Empowerment Department has started a 

new portal sje.rajasthan.gov.in to fill application for Scholarship in Rajasthan online. 

In the year 2015, Annapurna Bhandar Yojana was launched by Rajasthan Chief 

Minister Vasundhara Raje for providing multi-brand consumer goods at a reasonable price 

to the general public. It is a public-private partnership (PPP) scheme between Rajasthan 

State Food & Civil Supplies Corporation and Future Consumer Enterprise Ltd. 

In the year 2008, the Bhamashah Yojana was started aimed at financial inclusion of poor 

families. In fact, it was the first Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) programme of the country. 

The Scheme was revamped, reactivated and launched on 68th Independence Day of India 

in 2014 after ensuring gender equity, financial inclusion, and family-based entitlement. All 

the members, if the family is covered by the database, on the platform accessible by all 

departments so that direct transfer of benefits can be done effectively. Bhamashah Card 

has been linked to Aadhar, Jan-, and Mobile. Unique Identification numbers have been 

allotted. Till September 2015, the government has covered more than 90 lac families. The 

Bhamash Card is being co-branded with Rupay Cards of various banks.  

To encourage girl child education the Rajasthan Govt. has started a new scheme called 

‘Mukhyamantri Rajshri Yojana from 1st June 2016. This scheme has been launched for the 

welfare of girls. This scheme was announced on the special occasion of International 

Women's Day 8th March 2016by Rajasthan chief minister Vasundhara Raje. 

Non-Conventional Energy  

To promote the production of renewable energy and encourage solar power energy 

generation in the State, Rajasthan Government has released a new Solar Energy Policy – 

https://www.mygovernmentschemes.com/apply-for-mukhyamantri-rajshri-yojana-%E0%A4%AE%E0%A5%81%E0%A4%96%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%AF%E0%A4%AE%E0%A4%82%E0%A4%A4%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0%E0%A5%80-%E0%A4%B0%E0%A4%BE%E0%A4%9C%E0%A4%B6%E0%A5%8D%E0%A4%B0/
http://vasundhararaje.in/significant-achievements-development-in-rajasthan-and-policy-initiatives-of-the-government-of-rajasthan
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2014. After implementation of new Solar Policy, the State has signed MOUs or Joint 

Venture Agreements for production of 14000 MW of solar energy and development of 

Solar Parks of 26000 MW capacities. Rajasthan was also awarded for its exceptional 

efforts in the renewable energy sector. A salient feature in the new solar policy has the 

provision of allowing farmers to set up solar power plants/ solar pumps on their holdings 

or to sub-let it without the requirement of land conversion. 

Water Conservation  

Provisions have been made to provide additional irrigation facilities for an area of more 

than 5000 hectares through the development of 115 micro-irrigation projects in the 

Sabarmati, Luni, Western Banas, and Sookli basins on the basis of ‘Four Waters Concept' 

(rainwater, surface water, and soil moisture). Till 2018 sums of Rs. 472.84 Crores have 

been granted for the development of 89 micro-irrigation schemes. Operations based on 

Four Waters Concept by the Watershed Development Department and others are being 

conducted under the supervision of Rajasthan River Basin Authority. Rajasthan Drinking 

Water Grid is being established to ensure the availability of drinking water in the state.  

Heritage Conservation  

To conserve and develop the heritage, culture, and history of the state ‘Rajasthan Heritage 

Conservation & Promotion Authority' is being established.  

A master plan has been created for restoration and development of prominent religious 

sites in the State along with developing amenities for the benefit of pilgrims. It has been 

decided that activities related to the development of pilgrimage will be undertaken under 

the ‘Temple Town Act' under which 38 major religious sites have been identified. 

Development works are underway in the State Museum, Jawahar Kala Kendra and 

Ravindra Manch as well as at Ajmer, Bharatpur, Chittorgarh, Kota, Jhalawar, Jodhpur, Pali, 

Bikaner, Sikar and Jaisalmer museums. 

Skill Development  

Rajasthan Skills & Livelihood Development Corporation (RSLDC Schemes) under which 

various schemes is carrying out large-scale skill development programmes in the state. 

Over 70,000 youths have already been trained in various trends and nearly 30,000 out of 

them have been absorbed by various industries. RSLDC has 65 private partners and 5 

industry partners working with them. In order to promote apprenticeship in the state, the 

Apprenticeship Act, 1961 has been suitably amended. RSLDC, in partnership with ITES, 

http://vasundhararaje.in/significant-achievements-development-in-rajasthan-and-policy-initiatives-of-the-government-of-rajasthan
http://vasundhararaje.in/significant-achievements-development-in-rajasthan-and-policy-initiatives-of-the-government-of-rajasthan
http://vasundhararaje.in/significant-achievements-development-in-rajasthan-and-policy-initiatives-of-the-government-of-rajasthan
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Singapore, is creating a World Class skilled center on hospitality in ITI, Udaipur. Similarly, 

ITIs have been taken up by industries such as; Samsung, Caterpillar, and Toyota. 

Sarkar Aapke Dwar  

Under the ‘Sarkar Aapke Dwar' initiative,  the entire administration, Chief Minister, 

Ministers, and Officers traveled to villages of three revenue Divisions carrying out public 

grievance redressal camps. For easy resolution of grievances, ‘Rajasthan Sampark Portal’ 

has been developed. In the last 18 months, 4.74 lacs grievances have been received out of 

which 3.88 lacs have been resolved. 

Strengthening of Panchayati Raj Institutions  

Educational qualification has been stipulated for those who are willing to contest 

Panchayati Raj Institutions. As a result, the number of educated members has increased by 

three fold. The Panchayati Raj Institutions were restructured after 20 years forming 47 

new Panchayat Samities and 723 new Gram Panchayats. Clean toilets in the residence of 

PRI aspirants made compulsory. 

Issues in Implementation of Schemes 

The reasons can be attributed to many factors like 

The inefficiency of Government in Implementation of Schemes: inefficiency can be 

attributed to improper monitoring, lack of accountability, corruption, and misalignment of 

incentives. Example: MNREGA failed in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and Orrisa,           

Mid-Day Meal in Madhya Pradesh and Integrated Child Development Scheme failed in 

Bihar 

Lack of Awareness among People: Government is not fully aware of ground reality and 

they don't have a proper mechanism to reach the beneficiaries. For example: 

Mukhyamantri Yuva Swavlamban Yojana launched to help 10th pass students to get 

monetary assistance for enrollment in higher studies – students and parents found it 

difficult to apply for the scheme on the government website, mistakenly they started to 

send necessary documents on theindianiris.com (a dedicated website for all the 

government policies and schemes). It showed that. 

Bureaucratic Hurdles: The moment an investor takes his proposal to the government, he 

faces a series of problems in getting clearance. The regulatory regime is stifling the growth 

and affects the reach of 100 percent benefits of the government programmes. The growth 

will be much faster if the problems in the regulatory mechanism are addressed. 

http://vasundhararaje.in/significant-achievements-development-in-rajasthan-and-policy-initiatives-of-the-government-of-rajasthan
http://vasundhararaje.in/sarkaar-aapke-dwar
http://vasundhararaje.in/significant-achievements-development-in-rajasthan-and-policy-initiatives-of-the-government-of-rajasthan
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The objective of the Credit Guarantee Fund Scheme is to enable the MSMEs to get a 

collateral-free loan. The credit limit under the scheme, which was fixed at Rs. 1 crore, is 

now increased to Rs. 2 crores. But hundreds of entrepreneurs are not able to get loans 

under this scheme as banks are not actively supporting it 

Illiteracy of Borrower: From the study of CII it is found that nearly 60 out of the selected 

104 beneficiaries have studied up to primary level, it means nearly 57.69 percent of the 

total. It shows the respondents are from rural background having lower level education, 

literacy and ignorance didn't allow the beneficiaries to make the best end use of the credit 

sanctioned. Moreover, they didn't adopt new technology in the process of production. 

Therefore, the use of traditional methods also didn't attract modern customers to their 

products.   

Infrastructure Problem: This includes infrastructure ranging from roads, electricity, 

drinking water supply, IT infrastructure, primary health care infrastructure. No 

connectivity of distant village from district excludes people from getting benefited from 

many govt. schemes. 

For Example Health sector schemes like National Rural Health Mission are not able to 

improve health parameters because primary health care and community health centers 

are in worse condition.  

Example: Mid-day meals should be prepared in the schools itself so that the children eat 

hot, healthy and fresh food. For this, kitchens in schools itself are essential. Unfortunately, 

in the country of 6, 00,000 villages, where children are still studying below trees, in many 

schools, arrangements are not made for toilet and drinking water for students attending 

classes. Human Resource Development Ministry has given a report that the food items of 

school, are stored at the houses of headmasters of schools instead of the school kitchen, 

which is against rules. The person who is preparing do not maintain cleanliness in and the 

persons keeping watch on them are also not trained.  

Lack of Financial Resources: In most of the central schemes funds is transfer to the 

district through corresponding states, many a time it is found that funds stuck at the state 

level due to various political and administrative reasons. Under various schemes funds are 

directly transferred to district administration from center govt. gets delayed and 

significant schemes lost. 
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Example: In MNREGA More than 10,000 crore payments are pending and because of delay 

of payment the demand for work has reduced significantly and no. of man-days are 

reducing. 

Poor Planning and Coordination: After planning coordination within the district in 

various departments pose a challenge. Unclear and overlapping role create confusion and 

accountability cannot be fixed. Because of Overlapping objectives of many schemes 

especially in health services, lead to the poor implementation of one or the other scheme. 

Rajasthan govt is trying hard to digitizing the whole state especially the rural areas. We 

have an internet connection to every gram panchayat that uses BSNL and Airtel leased 

lines. Cashless transactions are being made popular even before the demonetization 

process. There are thousands of e-mitras that are providing online services to the citizens. 

Residence certificate, caste certificate, driving license etc all are provided by applying 

online. People can register their grievances online and they are redressed by the 

department and are verified by the higher authorities as well. So, there are many things 

that are happening to make the state a digital state. 

But there are problems too. Two of the biggest problems are corruption and lack of 

implementation. Superb plans are made in the AC rooms in Jaipur by the govt but they fail 

to implement them fully in the field because of impractical plans and proper planning. 

Human Resource and Skills: While implementing many schemes the government faces 

the challenge of both number and quality manpower, this is most visible in Sarv Shikhya 

Abhiyan which was started to ensure Right to Education Policy for children however 

reports show the poor pupil to teacher ratio and quality of education is such that student 

of class VIII are not able to read the textbook of class V and do basic arithmetic.  

While there is no denying that the carrot of free medicines and free diagnostics has 

attracted more patients to the government health sector, some patients still shy away 

from government hospitals believing they are short-staffed and offer poor quality of 

service. 

As of March 2018 in Rajasthan, 15 percent of sanctioned posts for auxiliary nurse-midwife 

(village-level female health worker), 28 percent posts of grade-1 nurse, 11 percent posts 

of senior specialist, 37 percent of junior specialist, 31 percent of senior medical officer, 

and 27 percent of medical officer, were vacant, according to health department data 

Political Intervention and Corruption: Due to corruption the poverty alleviation 

programmes have had a minimal effect on poverty levels in Rajasthan. The actual funds 
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that reach the beneficiaries are very little as compared to the funds allocated for various 

schemes. Corruption of the local governments leads to the exclusion of specific sections of 

the society. 

Contractors and Private companies joint hands with local administration and politicians to 

get mid-day meal contract because large money is involved in the scheme. 

In MNREGA, state governments have also been found that more people have received job 

cards but the people who actually work were less in order to generate more funds than 

needed.      

The MGNREGS card has been issued to those persons who are either employed with 

another Government job and who are not even aware that they have a job card. There are 

several cases of irregularities in job cards, overwriting, fake muster roll entries and false 

names. Even the names of dead people who have not registered often found in the muster 

rolls.  

Insufficient Monitoring by the Government: Because of the lack of identification and 

verification of the specified people the public distribution system has suffered. Under the 

BPL card scheme today, if we analyze we will find the entire state has only 35% of cards 

distributed among the BPL families. But the quota is coming in full to all the covered 

districts. Where the rest 65% of supply does go? Is the district administration not 

responsible for it? 

In India the flagship government scheme which provides lunch to nearly 120 million 

children every day facing the problem of lack of monitoring, hygiene, and corruption. In 

Bihar, 23 children were killed after eating contaminated cooked food, in 2013, in the Mid-

day Meal tragedy. 

Findings and Suggestions 

State Govt. has launched many schemes but they are not successful because the 

implementation is not in the correct way. Sustainable development is possible only when 

all the people of state work jointly without any corruption. 

Good Governance Model: Good governance helps create an environment in which 

sustained economic development and growth become achievable. Conditions of good 

governance allow an investor to maximize their returns on investment.  

Good governance does not occur by chance. It must be demanded by citizens and 

nourished explicitly and consciously by the districts. It is, therefore, necessary that the 
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state citizens are allowed to participate freely, openly and fully in the political process. 

Pre-conditions for good governance are the presence of a strong civil society including a 

free press and independent judiciary. 

Essential to Build-in Sustainability: To be successful, a government programme has to 

be sustainable. To its credit, the current Bharatiya Janata Party government in Rajasthan 

has kept alive the free medicines and free diagnostics schemes that were conceptualized 

and launched by the previous Congress government. 

Participation by Other Groups: Rajasthan has various tribes like Bhil, Meena, Grasiya, 

Sahariya, Sansi & Damor. All these tribes are living mainly in Aravali foothills & other 

lesser known areas. They are not getting the benefit of all the government facilities in the 

field of Education, Healthcare, and Banking etc. As they are also part of humans, it is our 

responsibility to provide these facilities. Most of the facilities can be very much advanced 

with the help of IT specially mentioned above. These areas where tribal people are living 

have huge mineral & forest resources. Skill Development of them in these sectors can 

result in the development of these tribes. So government and NGOs shall look into these 

sectors. 

Conclusion 

There are so many challenges in the implementation of govt. schemes. However, there was 

a time when the majority of the initiatives of the state government were focused only on 

food, security, healthcare, housing, and education, with an aim to raise the standard of 

living at large but today, Rajasthan is counted amongst the ‘hottest’ junctions for 

entrepreneurs, incubators, Bollywood, artisans, craftsmen and more because of the 

growth.  

Steps have also been taken to improvise the digital landscape of the state, to help 

Rajasthan’s intellectual capital for the State to become the leader and create a benchmark 

for e-Governance. 

As per the World Bank report because of the initiatives were taken by the state govt. in 

implementing various schemes such as E-governance and digitization schemes – the 

Rajasthan government is currently leading in the charts to emerge as the number two 

state in the country in ease of doing business index after Uttarakhand.  At present Jaipur is 

the second-most attractive investment destination in the country, as per an Ernst & Young 

Attractiveness Survey. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/Rajasthan-set-to-be-No-2-state-in-ease-of-doing-business/articleshow/54386888.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/Rajasthan-set-to-be-No-2-state-in-ease-of-doing-business/articleshow/54386888.cms
https://webforms.ey.com/Publication/vwLUAssets/ey-2015-india-attractiveness-survey-ready-set-grow/$FILE/ey-2015-india-attractiveness-survey-ready-set-grow.pdf
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Rajasthan government is now moving towards the use of digitally powered solutions to 

improve administrative efficiency; it is evident on many levels that the next step of 

evolution for the state and its citizens as a whole would be technology driven and 

digitalization. 
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